
Dayendra S amarasinghe 
Dayendra SamarasingheAttorney at Law, Motor Sport and Wildlife 
enthusiast passed away on the 29th January and his funeral was held on 
Friday the 30th January, 2009. Dayendra was very closely associated 
with" Motor Sports for over 30 years. The many earlier expeditions in 
pursuit of his interest in Wildlife provide him the opportunity and skill 
at "off track" driving. He made use of this skill in the many Motor 
Rallies that he took part in, especially in his Suzuki Vitara. He enjoyed 
and loved driving which interest he pursued even when undergoing 
treatment during his illness.  
 

Dayendra was a Founder Member and Executive Committee Member of Sri Lanka association of 
Racing Drivers and Riders (SLARDAR). He served continuously, since its inception, in the 
Committee of SLARDAR in the capacity of President, Vice President and committee member. 
He was also instrumental in drawing-up the constitution of the club, using his professional skill to 
the utmost, and made sure that the club never ever weird away from the adopted constitution. He 
was the "rudder" which kept the club strictly on course during the span of 25 years of existence of 
the club. Today SLARDAR is one of the leading Motor Sports clubs in the Country, and the 
immense contribution made by Dayendra to make it so, is held in high esteem not only by the 
membership but by all motor sport enthusiasts in the country. 
 
He also one time President of the Governing Body for Motor Sports – Sri Lanka Association for 
Motor Sports, (SLAMS) as it was then known. Dayendra was always present at club events as an 
official, accompanied his wife Shiromi, who also contributed by officiating as a time keeper at 
meets.  
 
Dayendra was indeed one of a kind, who, when a situation arose never compromised to call a 
spade a spade. His demise is indeed a loss to motor sports will not go un-noticed. It will be 
clearly recorded in the annals of history of Motor Sports in our country.  
 
 
 
Memories of Late Dayendra Samarsinghe 

 
 

A STONE FOR A SOUVENIR...It's no laughing 
matter to have your windscreen broken a few 
hours after the start of the 'SLARDAR 1000 Rally. 
But the team of Mohan Dias and Dayendra 
Samarasinghe (on left) endured this and 
completed the gruelling 1000 kilometre run. Here 
they are seen displaying their 'souvenir' to fellow 
rally drivers Nihal Adasuriya and Mahesh 
Gammampila while relaxing at Galle Face Green 
awaiting results of the SLARDAR 1000 on Sunday 
night.  [Picture by K. D. S. Gunasekera] 
 
Tuesday 27th January 1987 
 

I  


